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a safe delivery of his precious charge, which was faithfully performed.
One soon became imbued with that reckless sense of adventure and disregard of life that wras nowhere experienced more than in California, attributable partly to social conditions, and in part perhaps to the exhilarating influences of that delightful climate. The later return to the methodical, quiet, conventional habits practiced in the " States," was a contrast unendurable for a time, and suggested the possibility that the world on this side was indulging in a Rip Van Winkle sleep.distant from Wilmington, there to a\vait the coming of a still smaller steamer, which conveyed the passengers to shore. After a short delay a Concord coach was made ready for the wild ride before us of eighteen miles to Los Angeles, behind six untamed California ponies, two of which had never before been in harness. The conditions were anything but promising, and after earnest protest from my husband against riding behind such a lawless team with his family, it was made plain to him that there was no alternative, " unless he remained upon the beach all night," as General Banning, the generalissimo of that section, expressed it. From the start, with lash applied, these horses were on the run, the General assuring us there was no danger under his skillful handling, and promisingled to the itpprr           m |MMI- lu
